Berlin, 3. August 2020
PRESS RELEASE

German Contact Point for Collections from Colonial
Contexts Now Launched
The German Contact Point, with its seat at the Cultural Foundation of the
German Federal States, is the new central port of call for all questions about
collections from colonial contexts in Germany.
In the words of Prof. Markus Hilgert, General Secretary of the Cultural Foundation of the
German Federal States (Kulturstiftung der Länder) and Director of the Contact Point: “In
establishing the Contact Point, the Federal Government, Länder [federal states] and municipalities
have put in place an important prerequisite for dialogue in the spirit of partnership with countries
and societies of origin concerning how to deal responsibly with collections from colonial contexts.
This attests to the unwavering commitment of everyone involved to a joint reckoning with
Germany’s colonial history as part of our society’s culture of remembrance.”
The Contact Point is aimed in particular at individuals and institutions from the countries and
societies of origin. As the first point of contact, it will give them access to information on
collections in Germany from colonial contexts. In addition, it will offer guidance to institutions in
Germany and establish contacts and networks between the relevant stakeholders.
The Cultural Foundation of the German Federal States will hold administrative and organisational
responsibility for the Contact Point, and will form a project consortium together with the German
Lost Art Foundation, which is funded by the Federal Government Commissioner for Culture and
the Media; the International Museum Cooperation Agency (until this Agency has been set up, the
Federal Foreign Office will participate as a stand-in); and the municipal umbrella organisations.
Serving as the core management and supervisory body, the Federation–Länder Working Group on
Dealing with Collections from Colonial Contexts in Germany will define the focal points and
strategic objectives of the Contact Point. This Federation–Länder Working Group will be a
cooperation between the Federal Foreign Office, the Federal Government Commissioner for
Culture and the Media, the Federal Ministry of Education and Research, the Federal Ministry for
Economic Cooperation and Development, the municipal umbrella organisations, the German
Museums Association and the International Council of Museums (ICOM).
The establishment of the Contact Point originated in a decision by the Federal Government,
Länder and municipal umbrella organisations. On 13 March 2019, the Federal Government
Commissioner for Culture and the Media, the Minister of State at the Federal Foreign Office for
International Cultural Policy, the Cultural Affairs Ministers of the Länder and the municipal
umbrella organisations agreed on “Framework Principles for Dealing with Collections from
Colonial Contexts”.
The jointly operated Contact Point is initially being set up as a pilot project. It will have three
members of staff and be granted a total budget of 1.185 million euros over a three-year period,
receiving half of its funding from the Länder and the other half from the Federal Foreign Office
and the Federal Government Commissioner of Culture and Media.
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Additional information about the German Contact Point for Collections from Colonial Contexts
can be found at: http://www.kulturstiftung.de/german-contact-point-for-collections-from-colonialcontexts/
The website of the Contact Point for Collections from Colonial Contexts can be found at:
www.cp3c.org.
On behalf of the sixteen Länder of Germany, the Cultural Foundation of the German Federal
States develops, funds and supervises initiatives and projects in the artistic and cultural sectors that
are of significance throughout Germany and are implemented as collaborations between multiple
partners. The Cultural Foundation of the German Federal States emphasises the societal
importance of culture, which it defines as the totality of cultural forms of expression – material
and immaterial – that humans create in their engagement with their environments in order to
express ideas and values and determine their place in the world. The Cultural Foundation of the
German Federal States seeks to bolster the cultural participation of as many individuals as possible.
Its primary tasks include the acquisition, conservation, documentation, presentation and
communication of cultural property. To learn more, visit us at www.kulturstiftung.de (in German)
and on social media: Twitter @LaenderKultur, Facebook “Kulturstiftung der Länder”, Instagram
@kulturstiftungderlaender and YouTube “Kulturstiftung der Länder”. Podcasts by the Cultural
Foundation of the Länder can be found on Spotify and iTunes.
Hans-Georg Moek, Director of Communications
Tel +49 (0)30 / 89 36 35 29, presse@kulturstiftung.de
Cultural Foundation of the Länder
Lützowplatz 9, 10785 Berlin, Germany
www.kulturstiftung.de

