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Promoting the preservation and conservation of  the cultural heritage in Germany, funding 

education about our heritage, and supporting the acquisition of  significant art works and 

cultural artefacts: this has been the mission at the heart of  the work of  Kulturstiftung der 

Länder (Cultural Foundation of  the Federal States) over the past 29 years. The return of  

the cathedral treasures to Quedlinburg, which had been missing since 1945, to Quedlin-

burg’s Stiftskirche St. Servatii in the early 1990s from the United States was an initial out-

standing success of  the foundation, and over the past years some of  the most beautiful, 

important, and valuable artworks and cultural treasures have been preserved for public 

museums and collections in Germany with the help of  the foundation. Kulturstiftung der 

Länder, with headquarters in Berlin, supports museums, archives, and libraries in all 16 

German federal states in the acquisition of  artworks and cultural artifacts. These have in-

cluded significant contemporary works like Gerhard Richter’s Silicate, key works of  class i-

cal modernism such as Otto Dix’s Portrait of  Max John, Baroque masterpieces like Ru-

bens’s Pan and Syrinx, outstanding works of  medieval art such as Tilman Riemenschne i-

der’s St. Anna, and a rare manuscript of  the Song of  the Nibelungs.  

 

Over the past years, the federal states of  Germany with Kulturstiftung der Länder (first 

funded in 1987 by the 11 federal states of  West Germany, and since 1991 by the 16 federal 

states of  the reunited Germany) have shown their responsibility for our cultural heritage 

with a surprisingly diverse spectrum of  objects, investing around 170 million euros towards 

that end. With a strong network of  public and private partners developed over the years– 

foundations, companies, and patrons – art and cultural property worth a total of  over 640 

million euros were acquired by German museums, libraries, and archives. In times when 

cultural institutions only have limited budgets available for new acquisitions, the quick and 

non-bureaucratic assistance of  Kulturstiftung der Länder has often been the only way to 

purchase a desired object for a collection or to secure a loan for the established collection.  

 

Since 2009, the 16 federal states have also been funding art and art historical exhibitions of  

outstanding importance. In other projects, such as the initiative Kinder zum Olymp!, the 

foundation seeks to promote the cultural education of  children and young people. In addi-

tion, subjects like provenance research and restitution have moved to the focus of  the 

foundation’s activity, as has restoration funding in the program Kunst auf  Lager (Art in 

Storage) and the conservation of  written artefacts in German archives and libraries. Other 

initiatives: regardless of  the question of  the return of  cultural goods transported to Russia 

during the war, discussed on the political level, the foundation has explored the subject of  

trophy art as well as the losses suffered by Russian museums from a scholarly perspective 

with the initiative German-Russian Museum Dialogue. To promote the unique theatre land-

scape in Germany, the foundation has established the theatre prize Der Faust, awarded by 

the federal states, and participates in funding it.  
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